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Woking Non-Woking Scout Other Groups 

Camping Fee Free £5.50 pn pp £6.00 pn pp 

Family Camps £220 N/A N/A 

Daytime rate Free £2.75 pd pp N/A 

Birch Lodge or The Retreat Free £25.00 pd, up to £100 per visit 

Deposit (non-refundable) N/A £50 

 Birchmere’s 2025 Campsite fees 

Birchmere’s 
“Brilliant” canopy 
completed. 

Campsite charges effective for all bookings after 1st January 2025.  All campsite fees at the discretion of the Warden.   

Deposits and Family Group camp fees must be paid at time of booking and are non-refundable.  These rates may 

change depending on when you book.  Please check before your camp. In the future Sole Occupancy will only be 

allowed for Family camps. 

Campsite Warden, Steve Valiant: 07966 176683 
Campsite Chairperson, Richard Mackie: 07801 545847   birchmere-chair@wokingscouts.org.uk 

During Covid times the campsite was  
only available for outdoor meetings and 
so a small party tent was erected to meet 
the pandemic requirements. This proved 
to be such a popular addition that it’s 
been replaced by a much stronger, bigger 
and better commercial canopy.  
 
As later articles will show it proved a 
complicated construction to give us what 
we, and our camping groups required, 
but it’s now complete, being used and 
appreciated by groups as a large training 
outdoor covered meeting area. 

To ensure that Birchmere stays safe, secure and up to date, there’s a few 
Committees and working teams that do their best to do this.  Our  
tremendous Campsite Management Committee meets up to three times a 
year and feeds back to the Woking Trustees that the site is compliant and 
safe.   
 
On a more day to day basis the amazing “Naughty” Work Party meets 
weekly to clean, update and repair. (it was called the Naughty Working  
Party as it started during the Covid pandemic when only outdoor work was 
permitted). Members can leave and join as their life dictates but recently the 
group has been joined by Tracey and Ross Daniels. Tracey has kindly taken 
over the task of new campsite treasurer and Ross is now a major help with 
all campsite repairs and projects. 

Our campsite team  



An update from Highways England 
The three-year project, due for completion in summer 2025, will reduce 
congestion, create a smoother flow of traffic and provide safer journeys for 
thousands every day.  We’ll also deliver environmental improvements,  
including the restoration of heathland around junction 10, and the planting 
of new trees and woodland in other areas.  The A3 will be surfaced with a 
low-noise material and environmental barriers along the M25 will be  
replaced. The effects on air quality will be minimised, and local rivers, lakes 
and ponds will be better protected from pollution and flooding.  Exploring 
the area on bicycle, foot or horse will be easier, with new bridges crossing 
the A3 and M25, connecting the four quadrants surrounding junction 10 for 
the first time.  Work has finished on the Wisley Lane Bridge which opened 
to traffic on Monday 11 November 2024 The new bridge provides access to 
Wisley Lane and the RHS Garden Wisley. At the same time, access to and 
from the A3 at the old Wisley Lane is now permanently closed.  Planned for 
summer 2025.  The UK’s first heathland green bridge will reconnect the 
commons either side of the A3, and provide a natural and safe corridor for 
wildlife.  This bridge will also be the new Birchmere campsite access. 

Activities on the Common 

The Runnymede District Cub camp was again 
held at Birchmere this year when a total of 
198 cubs plus leaders came to camp and  
enjoy all things Woodland. An extra event at 
this camp was a celebration of 50 years of 
Runnymede District when a copper beech tree 
was planted by the cubs to commemorate this 
event in a truly environmental way.  At the 
Woodland camp, cubs of all ages took part in 
a weekend of outdoor fun. This included a 
wide range of woodland themed activities 
where the cubs could learn and experience 
new outdoor skills, followed by country walks on Wisley Common.  When 
they returned, invited members of the Surrey County Cub team, joined the 
cubs when they enjoyed a fine dinner followed by a huge traditional and 
very noisy campfire!  Well done Runnymede Cubs! 

Our landlords, Surrey County Council. have requested that all group 
campsite activities on the common by users of Birchmere, be registered 
with their Countryside Events and Activities Department. This is in order 
to prevent a dangerous clash of events occurring.  Birchmere has  
undertaken an agreement with SCC for routine activities such as hiking, 
navigation exercises countryside awareness, education walks and  
cycling.  If your activity is different than these and larger than 40 people, 
you will have to discus this and a risk assessment and a subsequent  
office charge may be requested.   
Contact - countryside.bookings@surreycc.gov.uk.                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Cubs Woodland Camp 


