M25 J10 Highways England Update

An M25, J10 update from Highways England. Good news — we've
successfully installed all ten pre-cast concrete beams for our new bridge
over the A3 at Wisley Lane. Our teams worked around the clock all
weekend while the road was closed to get everything in place and reach
this important milestone. This meant manoeuvring a 750 tonne crane onto
each carriageway in turn and lifting all of the 80 tonne beams into position.
In the future, this bridge will provide a new, safer route for walkers, cyclists,
horse riders and drivers between the A3 Ockham Park junction and Wisley
Lane. Wisley Lane is the second of eight new bridges to have its beams
installed in the last three months.

For road updates please see: https://nationalhighways.co.uk/our-roads/

south-east/m25-junction-10/

Birchmere’s 2024 Campsite fees

Woking Non-Woking Scout Other Groups
Camping Fee Free £5.00 pn pp £5.50 pn pp
Family Camps £200 N/A N/A
Daytime rate Free £2.50 pd pp N/A
Birch Lodge or The Retreat Free £20.00 pd, up to £80 per visit
Deposit (non-refundable) N/A £50

Campsite charges effective for all bookings after 1st January 2023. All campsite fees at the discretion of the Warden.
Deposits and Family Group camp fees must be paid at time of booking and are non-refundable. These rates may
change depending on when you book. Please check before your camp. In the future Sole Occupancy will only be

allowed for Family camps.

Campsite Warden, Steve Valiant: 07966 176683
Campsite Chairperson, Richard Mackie: 07801 545847 birchmere-chair@wokingscouts.org.uk
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Birchmere Campsite

Birchmere -
Improvements
inside & out!

Now that the Covid pandemic days are behind us and bookings are back
to normal, the campsite has carried on with upgrades and
improvements. Over the past year exciting ideas and plans have
evolved. A campsite change during Covid, was the erection of a
temporary outdoor shelter. This idea proved very popular, so much so
that it is the plan to continue with the idea but now on a bigger and
better scale. This will give a much needed large sheltered outdoor
meeting area in front of the buildings.

Another change is the replacement of our old faithful wardens hut with
two new smaller structures which will become a campsite office and a
store. Meanwhile the campsite will continue to meet the requirements of
users with a new selection ideas and exciting improvements. All these

changes will ensure that Birchmere continues to improve inside and out!
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Training Ground...

Birchmere campsite has many other uses apart from routine camps,
Woking Explorer Units meet there for Duke of Edinburgh Award training
sessions as one hall has a large white board for easy teaching plus the
large field and wooded area to practise their skills. During the warmer
months the site is booked weekly for a forest school group who'’s
pre-school children meet mainly around the campfire circle. The campsite
is also known as a satellite training area for Metropolitan Police Dogs, and
also on a dark night in November it is part of the Woking Scout Incident
Night Hike which also uses the surrounding Wisley and Ockham
Commons.

Our Campsite Warden

Perhaps not enough mention is made regarding the campsite upgrades
achieved by our Birchmere Warden, Steve Valiant. Steve has been
warden for six years. So much that has happened at the site has been as
a result of his enthusiasm, scout knowledge and camping skills.

Together with his wife and campsite Deputy, Katy, the campsite has
continued to flourish and improve. It's perhaps a wonder that he can
spare us the time though! Steve is a cub
leader at 1st Chertsey Scouts, a District Cub
Commissioner in Runnymead District and
recently now has the new role of Assistant
County Commissioner for Surrey Cub Scouts!
It's no surprise then that he was awarded his
Silver Acorn for services to Scouting at the
recent county cub activity camp, Scram.

Congratulations Steve and a huge Thank You! | .

Hawaiian Camping

Colourful Hawaiian shirts were all the rage in the summer when nearly 240
cubs and leaders made Birchmere the venue for the annual

Runnymead District Cub camp. After using car park 4 near Wisley
Gardens for registration, from Friday to Sunday they enjoyed pretty well
everything possibly apart perhaps surfing! From Friday evening to Sunday

afternoon they took part in everything Hawaiian.

Over the camp the cubs had the use of
the biggest ever inflatable obstacle
course, they could also have a go at
wood branding, jousting, craft and mask
making. All together with fun Hawaiian
walks on the common and the biggest
and best camp fire ever! Well done Cubs!

Another Birchmere upgrade

Sadly we had to say good bye to our aged Wardens Hut. It had come to the
campsite as a second hand buy and since then nearly every part of it had
been repaired or replaced. However, in its place the campsite now has two
new smaller replacements, a Birchmere
leaders office together with a Wardens
storeroom.

As the picture shows they are a great
pair of buildings and will be a great
service to the campsite. Possibly the
members of the work party in the picture
may not be as new!




